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FOR AN OPEN URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
 

 
Introduction - Jane Jacobs wrote in 1961, "Life and death of the town." In this great classic of urban 
sociology is already contained a sharp criticism of the phenomenon of areas with low-intensity of 
settlement, dominated by the dependency of the car, that was being established in the United States 
since the fifties of the last century. At the same time Jacobs extols the European model of the 
concentric city because it is densely populated but also the emblem of architectural and social 
complexity. 
In fact, for Jane Jacobs, the urban community is built on two pillars: density and complexity. She 
believes that a good city has essential practices rules: tenements low, mixed use destinations, old 
buildings mixed with new, a considerable population density (at least 100 units for about half a hectare). 
The reality is quite different and suburban development of the fifties in the United States is a major 
phenomenon and the sprawl becomes pre-eminently the American form of urbanization. In those years, 
in the magazine "Fortune", Whyte describes how the American  countryside has turned into "great 
deserts full of smog" that are neither city nor suburb, nor countryside. The sprawl, in those years, was a  
prevailing pattern of urbanization in America and showing already increasing social and environmental 
costs contributing to the shift to the suburbs of specific communities (also distinguished by race and 
social class, such as African Americans). 
How was increased this process of urban sprawl? By a separation of activities from the residences and 
the impoverishment of towns, which increased the distances home-work and increased dependence on 
the car, with its problems of urban mobility and environmental damage. 
Therefore, the American sprawl has established itself as the paradigm of contemporary urban and 
suburban development  that is become  widespread  with about thirty years of delay to the cities of the 
European continent, from the northern to Mediterranean, recording even in these cases social and 
environmental damage. 
Starting from these general considerations we have developed some observations on the upgrading of 
the value of the compact city and of the renewed centrality that has taken the issue of  the population 
density within the debate on growth of the city: the population density as element that could act 
positively on the prospects of sustainable urban design, on the matters relating to quality of life and, 
therefore, on a more rational use of urban space that meets the social needs of individuals living in the 
city. 
But the value of the thick city and of the city managed by open and participated governance have to 
answer to the changes that cities have lived for the past twenty years, and with the consequences that 
global competition and hyper-competitive models of development have produced in urban circle. 
In the following paragraph are treated the themes of globalized city, moulded  by the competitive 
model, highly fragmented and crossed by significant social hardship. 
Then, in the third paragraph, we critically address the model of the entrepreneurial city and  investigate 
some, even if partial, methods of adjustment and overcoming of this model as a result of  the 
implementation of attempts to regroup and diversified use of urban land. 
Finally, in the last paragraph we try to set out an hypothetical city of all both in terms of theoretical 
model both as possible urban policies. Working traces that do own the concepts of density, equal 
access to services, mixing residential and functional, but above that contain the idea of open space and 
common citizenship. 
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The globalized city between uncontrolled change and fragmentation - The cities are become the places of 
competition but also the places where the contradictions and limits of economic and financial 
globalization and the "turbo capitalism" can be  expressed  more clearly. 
Infact , the cities are the places where new and great social inequality, environmental emergencies, the 
effects of migration, the problems of cohesion between groups of different countries and/or ethnic 
group, the issues of quality of live sometimes increasingly compromised, become evident. 
The dominant approach in the field of urban development tends to accept uncritically and passively the 
principles of economic competitiveness on a global scale, considering the places according to a 
territorial principle of indifference (Palermo, 2004). 
The choices of places where to invest and the economic logics underlying to the large-scale urban 
modifications do not often give any attention to the reasons of places, of their nature, their history, 
their identity stratified. 
This contributes to increase the social and territorial divisions and to create separate and self-regarding 
parts in the same urban context and to enhance the extension of the cities in the area, according to 
models at low settlement density. 
A city marked by fragmentation processes: fragmentation of urban functions and the fragmentation of 
the labour market (reduction of wage  labour, the growth of self-employment and precarious labour, 
rising of unemployment), social fragmentation or the increase of the inequalities of the  spaces. 
A city divided in two parts comes out, a city of the poor and a city the riches, characterized by the 
phenomenon of  dissociated segregation with the presence of group of  pour people and of marginalization 
randomly located within the discontinuous urban area, which could be depicted on the 'image of an 
archipelago” (Camagni, 2003). 
A fractured and disjointed urban fabric where two practices of the city take over and contrast side by 
side: the city of the annuity, which consumes more and more resources, space, energy, which destroys 
the assets and wear out the social relations; and the city of citizens, which claims more utilities, more 
social protection, more participation and houses to fair prices (Baioni, Boniburini, Salzano, 2012). 
The theme of urban discomfort is therefore increasingly central. It characterizes the life of entire 
neighbourhoods of medium and large cities in Europe and  globally. 
But what is meant by urban discomfort? Marco Cremaschi writes that : « The urban discomfort is a 
popular  term that lends itself to a thousand misunderstandings. The urban discomfort is characterized 
not only by the size of physical planning, which is also constitutive. It  arises from the lack of a decent 
urban condition, a need no less crucial of the house, health, job. In a sense, it is an  aborted dimension 
of  the system of social protection and  reflects a gap in the idea of social citizenship. The uneasiness 
spread to large areas of the city, it depends by standard urban problems (lack of housing, lack of 
infrastructure, poor quality) without coincide with them... The large scale discomfort is where the 
housing problems bind with those social, and where the housing exclusion binds to other forms of 
exclusion, manifests a new discomfort »1. 
These processes create fractures within local communities and moreover the neighbourhood with a 
strong social segregation are found in the cities of the less developed areas, where the housing 
conditions add (to the serious situations of economic poverty and social exclusion that limit severely 
the exercise of citizenship rights. In addition, these segmentations are associated with urban and social 
housekeeper also fragmented, a result of excessive expansion of the basins of mobility, both due to 
commuting and those associated with displacements due to leisure, which make elastic, jagged 
boundaries administration. Multiple divisions that inevitably break up the model of life of citizen, so 
that the individual builds a city à la carte while the standardized menu  of  the city or metropolis fordist 
tends to disappear (Camagni, 2003). 
It developed a individualized city , which generates social costs and consequences on collective well-
being. In the expanded and suburbanized city decreases the intensity of social relations and the land 

                                                 
1 Cremaschi M., Palermo: poveri abitanti della grande città europea in sito web “Trame Urbane/Urban Plots” 
(http://cremaschi.dipsu.it) 
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values of the central areas; grow negative externalities discharged on the surrounding area and the cost 
of a model based entirely on private mobility. 
Not appear less relevant in the contemporary and globalized city, on the one hand, the fears and 
insecurities generated by the new urban life and, on the other hand, the presence of different islands in 
the fragmented city. Regarding the first aspect, there is a great change in the concept of the city, 
especially over the last century: from space relatively safe to space dangerous and insecure (Ellin, 2003). 
In fact Bauman in "Liquid Life" says that "it can be said that the sources of danger have moved into the 
very heart of the city ...... The war to insecurity, hazards and risks is being fought now within the city, 
and it is here that you delimit fields of battle and trace fronts. Indeed, "the architecture of fear and 
intimidation" dominates in private spaces, through the construction of residential areas with reserved 
access, often controlled by uniformed guards, and also spreads in the public space. 
The city of fear and insecurity is also a city that practice the estrangement. A type of emblematic 
estrangement is practiced by big multinational companies which in many european cities (Copenhagen, 
Amsterdam, etc.) settle in huge property, with checks at the entrances, away from the city centre and 
totally self-sufficient for the presence of shops, restaurants, attractions for leisure. 
Fear, insecurity, alienation that change the concept of public space. About this Bauman writes that: "A 
space is public because those who are allowed to access it are not predefined. Need no permission to 
access, nor are registered the names of those who enter and those who exit. The presence in the public 
space is therefore anonymous; inevitably those who are present in the public space tend to be strangers 
to each other and for those who are entrusted with the responsibility of space ...... The public spaces, 
for these reasons, are places where attraction and repulsion are compared, with results that change 
constantly and quickly. They are therefore vulnerable places ... but they are also the only places where 
the attraction have any chance of winning or equalling the repulsion. They are, in other words, the 
places where you can discover, learn and practice, before anywhere else, the ways and means of 
rewarding urban life. It 'just in public places that the future of urban life (and with it the future of 
planetary cohabitation, since the majority of the human population now living in cities) is decided 
exactly now."2 
The logic of fear and conflictual logic of space are closely related to the profound internationalization 
processes that involve large and globalized urban metropolitan areas. Big metropolitan areas where the 
balance civilization/nature is permanently broken and where tend to prevail more and more the 
characters of the "dead city"3 or the city of fear and profit, among other theatre of great inequalities and 
savage violence (Davis , 2002). 
The process of segmentation urban leads, among other things, to a city represented by many separate 
islands, some effectively related and other less or completely marginalized. The picture that follows, 
then, is not that of the mosaic in which all parts are part of a single design, but rather that of an 
archipelago in which the islands are often poorly connected. The segmentation of the space is naturally 
connected in an evident way to the stratification of the value of land that can generate isolation or self-
isolation: an emblematic case of the first phenomenon is that of the ghettos, which opposes the self-
isolation of the gated communities, typical of North and South America (community of wealthy people, 
locked in controlled spaces and inaccessible to others). 
These trends are accentuated and tightened by globalization and localism that often create in the 
citizens an identity and collective representation crisis, caused by the rupture of identification between 
the single individual, their community and the urban area of reference. In a vicious circle, the crisis of 
the sense of belonging generates fear and insecurity, bringing the social behaviors of the individual 
towards a model of closure to the outside world and its many expressions, which in turn produce the 
phenomena of diversification, discrimination and segmentation. To these are sometimes associated the 
interpretation of the city as a place crossed by numerous flows and structured according to material and 
immaterial networks. We are faced with post-fordist city, perceived mainly as a node of economic 
networks (Sassen, 2006), being composed of relevant economic areas that make the interconnections 
                                                 
2 Bauman Z., Vita liquida, Editori Laterza, Bari-Roma, 2005, pp.80-81 
3 Davis M., Città morte, Feltrinelli Editore, Milano, 2002 
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between global networks and the territories, and in which the problems of urban governance and urban 
imbalances are even more complex. 
In this context, the role of local and territoriality assumes, in an apparent paradox, even more value 
within the dynamics of economic development. In fact, we are witnessing to the increasing importance 
of local levels of government and at the same time of the social and economic processes on a global 
scale, to the detriment of the role of national governments. The dominant paradigm is that of 
"glocalization" (Bauman, 2005). 
The new role that cities have taken on a global level, on the other hand, highlighted the increasing 
difficulties to govern urban areas in an efficient manner, due to the high degree of complexity of the 
relationships that develop between the different economic social and cultural functions. The city is 
presented as a poorly governed area and increasingly so deregulated. The high level of competition 
going on between the different cities, global, regional and sub-regional, highlights the value of the 
quality of infrastructure, services, human capital, social conditions of the people who live there. In this 
scenario characterized by the complexity of the relationships between the different urban functions and 
by increasing attention to the qualitative aspects of life, emerges strongly the importance of establishing 
appropriate tools and institutional forms of territorial governance that are capable to carry out a shared 
conception of the paths of development of the city and its metropolitan ramifications. 
 
 
The entrepreneurial city and the attempts of compaction and spatial equilibrium - In many cases , especially in the 
last thirty years , the administrators of the cities , even in Europe , and particularly in major urban areas 
of England , have adopted the behavior of economic actors and entrepreneurial attitudes. This has led 
some experts, such as Hall, to define these cities entrepeneurial city . That is an urban environment in 
which different interest groups (public, private , local associations ) develop their own vision of urban 
development and create ad hoc structures in order to implement the strategies and mobilize financial and 
economic resources both local and external (Parkinson, Harding, 1995). In fact, in the definition of 
public policies for the city is gave ample space to the private components, as well as massive was the 
use of the market and its financial resources. Since the early eighties, however, it seemed clear that the 
adoption of market-oriented urban policies and liberal ideology, although would ensure flexibility and 
rapid decision-making , especially in the implementation of urban regeneration projects in the absence 
of mechanisms democratic control, have given way to financial and property speculation with the 
spread of the phenomenon of gentrification (Ruggiero, Scrofani 2012). 
The reasons that led the urban authorities to take entrepreneurial attitudes are certainly found in the 
effects of post-fordist economic restructuring, but also factors such as the slow but progressive 
decentralization of administrative powers in many regions of the world and the change of urban 
lifestyles related to the service sector and to the attractiveness exerted for new residents. In Europe, 
then took a leading role the integration process, the single market and the adoption of the euro in a 
large area, all factors that have pushed strongly European cities to become highly competitive4. 
The elements of competitiveness and attractiveness have become increasingly central to the definition 
of the urban policies of public and private entities to mobilize, governance models and organizational 
strategies to be adopted. On the other hand, the value of the construction of a new image of the city - 
with the use of marketing - has taken a decisive meaning for external competitiveness and for the 
strengthen the civic sense in the local dimension. 
As an alternative to the theme of entrepreneurial city was imposed the theme of compactness that has 
historically characterized the European and Mediterranean cities in the forms of organization of space . 
In the story, in fact, the European and Mediterranean cities have developed as a compact, dense and 
concentric cities. Characteristics that are very often lost in the course of time in favor of settlement 
models to lower density and high fragmentation 

                                                 
4 
Cfr. Le Gales P., Megacittà mature o crescita delle città europee globalizzate? in «Dialoghi internazionali Città del Mondo», n.4, 
   2007, pp.10-23 
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Europe, however, has always been characterized by a greater attention to the issue of the compact city 
compared to other areas of the globe and, in fact, many urban regeneration projects have dealt with the 
complex issues of re-use of buildings and the search for a strong interconnection between different 
parts of the city, even in a social perspective. These operations have enabled us to undertake some 
development paths marked by urban sustainability and recompactation in many cities. In this sense, the 
city of Barcelona, for example, has received in the central areas a growing number of people through 
the building development of these areas and the reuse of abandoned buildings as an alternative to 
building the free areas located in the suburbs. A choice that has exalted urban density and that certainly 
contributed to less use of energy and to a lower production of pollution, the presence of well-designed 
neighborhoods with greater accessibility of public spaces and better quality of transport systems 
(Mazzoleni, 2008). 
The theme of compaction is also strongly related to the theme of public space and its enhancement. It 
'important that the public space become a space for experimentation and strategic planning5 and not 
mere passage between private space and another private space. Therefore, it is ever more agreement 
among scientists that the actions of urban redevelopment should be directed, rather than to develop 
new buildings, to develop new communities and new living environments, integrated communities 
from a social perspective and places that encourage interaction and the meeting between diversity. 
Policies based on the principles of compaction and new centrality of public space as well as the 
territorial transformation processes from which are have derived, have involved in Europe both old 
industrial city as a city eager to take on new paths, cultural and environmentally sustainable, in line with 
the their own development model. In the urban realities of the Northern Europe, for example, there is 
more than elsewhere the political and planning strategy to mitigate virtuously the prevailing competitive 
model of the city, introducing elements of sociality, equity space, compactness and a more widespread 
access to the range of public services. In these urban realities there was a genuine attempt to take over 
the planning of space as an added value of the work of urban governance. In the processes of urban 
regeneration carried out in many urban areas in Scandinavia and Finland, Helsinki on all, we see a clear 
choice of territorial government, because spatial planning is not lived, at least in the intentions of local 
administrators, as an obligation but as a precise policy and entrepreneurship choice which purports to 
select what you want to do and how to do it. A method of urban governance, therefore, is not limited 
only to the allocation of rights to use the land but try to say, although with great difficulty, a new 
collective project of citizenship. 
It’s clear, however, that even in these latitudes the results of the new planning become uncertain and 
vary between territorial marketing operations and urban planning policies socially advanced, culturally 
aware and genuinely democratic.  
In the case of the Norwegian capital of Oslo, for example, it is true that "the way of Norwegian 
socialdemocracy urban planning seems here to be seen as an advanced workshop of the new 
physiognomy of the European city, through an urban policy  with a human face, that proclaims itself 
careful to classical values of urban social life and to the role of the public sector in the planning 
process, acknowledging the critical dimension of the added value of spatial planning."6 But it is also 
true that in a great succession of projects, interventions, structural plans, new plans, private investment 
and public policies that have affected in the last ten years, the large area of the Fjord, we see a multitude 
of different elements between them, including real estate transactions folded to the financial logic of 

                                                 
5 John Manning in Racism in three dimensions: South African architecture and the ideology of white superiority, in «Social Identities», 4 
(2004), pp. 527-536, writes: «In this sterile space, human interaction is limited to the conflict between those who drive and 
who goes on foot, between those who have and those who have not (and asking for alms and sells items at traffic lights), to 
accidents in cars, to the risk of invest unwisely someone cross the street, to the burglaries, to the muggings. The interfaces 
between the public and private spaces consist only from shop windows or complex security mechanisms to keep away the 
neighbour -concierge, walls, barbed wire, electric fences».  
6 Borsa D., D’Amia G. (a cura di) (2010), Il Fiordo di Oslo. Un laboratorio europeo di trasformazione urbana in Spazio Aperto, 
sezione Territorio, Franco Angeli Editore, Milano 
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the globalized economy7. The tangle of interventions that make up the urban regeneration process 
begun in Oslo Fjord large, oscillating between globalizing marketing and a strategy to combat such 
phenomena as social segregation and speculative pressure, will be dissolved by the method: that is, as 
the works of the imposing structural plan which covers the urban area of the fjord will be concluded, 
complementing to social and spatial adjustment policies in the creation of an urban and integrated 
system. 
A success story is certainly represented by the experience of Helsinki. The city of Helsinki, since the 
mid-nineties of the last century, has embarked on a path of urban regeneration and its structural 
components, with the aim of becoming a good practice in the world in terms of quality of life and care 
of the environment, efficiency of public services and diversification of economic opportunities. The 
vision of the Helsinki “ green city”, city of design, innovation and hi-tech city, a city of sustainable 
mobility, has been realized in real projects and in an intense planning process focused on giving 
systemic coherence to the themes that will shape the future of its urban development. The city of 
Helsinki, in accordance to the master plan approved in 2002 and the guide lines “Helsinki Metropolitan 
Vision 2020”, implemented, for example, an efficient policy in the field of mobility and public 
transport8. Helsinki was the first city in the world, also, to have defined, within the masterplan, 
structural interventions that are focused on underground city, in order to build infrastructure useful to 
the functioning of the city without damaging the quality of life in the surface. Surface characterized by 
the presence of urban green areas, public parks and pedestrian paths. 
Also of interest are the projects to be implemented in the coastal area of Arabianranta9, which is 
involved in an action for urban regeneration highly innovative and experimental because focuses on the 
integration of three factors: the creation of an artistic and cultural district in a hypertechnological park , 
the environmental regeneration of the waterfront, the construction of housing targeted at different 
types of usages and users. The residential area has been designed and implemented as a set of different 
types of houses: they are apartments for sale and for rent according to the traditional market prices, 
public housing, houses with the right to occupation, houses sold in accordance with a special agreement 
between the Public Administration and builders fixing the price of houses preliminarily, because these 
houses are built on public land. It 'important to emphasize that the success of residential projects of 
this type comes from the fact that the City owns about four-fifths of the land. This gives the possibility 
to vary the municipal land use almost exclusively and then to have a strong decision-making role in the 
development of new residential areas, from the definition of the plans until the implementation of the 
interventions. 
The redevelopment of the Arabianranta was a success where many other experiences of urban 
regeneration have failed. In Helsinki it was possible to mitigate the strong interest of the real estate 
market with the collective right to housing at reasonable and tiered prices and make to cohabit an 
experimental practice of urban regeneration with new uses of public spaces, not necessarily linked to 
the consumption of goods and services but, for example, to the use of culture and art in a totally free. 

                                                 
7 The main project of the new urban planning of Oslo is the strategic plan entitled "The fjord urban", the plan approved by 
the City Council in 2000; the strategic plan through which we define the development plan of the fjord with its port areas 
and which provides for 'interaction of residential, commercial and work areas with open spaces for leisure which allow 
direct access to the sea to the population and visitors. The entire structural plan is transversely oriented to the application of 
more stringent criteria for environmental sustainability. 
8 The strategic choice adopted was the strong integration between the location of new construction and location of the 
nodes of transport and mobility. This choice has resulted in promote the localization of new buildings in areas where there 
are train stations and urban development has been planned to support the infrastructure of rail transport. This type of 
approach is part of the overall strategy pursued by the city to minimize the displacement demand. The masterplan, as a 
whole, has acted on the construction of the subway routes, large deposits for buses and trains, service roads but also on 
innovative infrastructure such as the construction of a large data center computer, which uses low-temperature sea to cool 
and the excess heat produced to heat the water of the houses. 
9 The coastal area of Arabianranta  is a zone where in 1874 was founded the big ceramics factory called Arabia and that, 
therefore, for many years has been an area for industrial purposes. 
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The policies and practices put in place in cities like Helsinki, also highlight certain consequences on the 
population and therefore on the results that cities and their functional areas of gravitation have 
achieved in terms of increased compaction and to combat the phenomenon of the spread urban. 
Looking at the national statistics, in fact, we can see that the Helsinki metropolitan area in the last 
twenty years, starting in 1990, in tandem with the implementation of urban regeneration policies, highly 
innovative and aimed at social integration, of space and mobility, has seen a marked increase its 
inhabitants, becoming very attractive, even outside of Finland. The population of the metropolitan area 
of Helsinki has grown, in fact, at a rate of about 10,000 units per year, surpassing the one million 
inhabitants in 2008. 
 
Towards a city of all - To conclude, we can say that the model of the city that has prevailed at European 
and global level is the model of the city exasperatingly competitive, which creates new opportunities for 
growth and development, and at the same time is quite sensitive to issues of quality of life . 
The many empirical evidences show that one of the weak point of this model is the difficulty of 
achieving a social and spatial balance able to curb widespread phenomena of gentrification and the 
raising property values in the regenerated areas of the city, with no redress for weaker social classes. 
In fact, the issues of social spaces, of spatial equality in urban areas, of the search for a more just city 
really accessible for all, have become critical elements of the new urban policy. The policies of the 
competition as well as those of environmental sustainability, while intervening on the decisive factors 
for the development of the city, do not seem to be able to tackle adequately the phenomenon of urban 
distress (social, economic, housing, infrastructural, access to services) and therefore to ensure effective 
equality of opportunity for all citizens. 
The literature and practical experiences help us and suggest us an important consideration: a city that 
has the objective of ensuring effective equality of opportunity for all citizens, must adopt the 
experimentation of new forms of use of space as well as the development of new interpretive categories 
to interpret with more fairness the major themes of the rights and consumption, in order to pursue 
with awareness the same idea of the common good. A city, too, which examines the issue of new urban 
dimensions. 
In this regard, the architect Renzo Piano10 said that the urban belt should be restricted rather than 
enlarged and inside must be created more and more social spaces in neighborhoods and that the 
inhabitants have to move with public transport falling within a well-functioning infrastructure network. 
These authoritative considerations shows the need to concentrate more efforts on the recovery of the 
city and its spaces rather than on the phenomenon that has been called urban renewal. 
Examples of policies designed to redefine a new urban landscape more compact and supportive, can 
refer to the ability and willingness of governments and civil society organizations to: 
 
- Promote the emergence and consolidation of the existing social practices of transformation of spaces; 
- Organize the metropolitan and regional urban systems in a polycentric network; 
- Realize continuous open and green spaces, in the surrounding area (green belts), in (green hearts) and 
along the main lines of the settlement compact; 
- Strengthen public and private collective transport and thus reduce energy waste; 
- Contain the new settlements within short journeys of mobility; 
- Favour the use of trains and trams in order to connect the metropolitan polarities; 
- Limiting the use of peri-urban and/or extra-urban land for new uses of settlements, reconnecting the 
existing tissue around places of high symbolic value or around the historic centers; 
- Give priority to the so-called functional mixitè to integrate the social diversities. 
 
It seemed appropriate, then, to borrow from the political philosopher Michael Walzer, the concept of 
open space, in order to exemplify an ideal of the common good-city that urban communities should 

                                                 
10 Piano R., Interview to the newspaper La Repubblica, 12th April 2011, pp. 41-43, 2011 
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pursue. For Walzer blocked space is the city that relies on the logic of real estate agents and satisfies the 
exclusive needs of private consumption. The open space is identified, however, with the participation in 
a common life. In "Cities for a Small Planet" the architect Richard Rogers, using the concept of open 
space, observes that: "Residential suburbs, lots, neighborhoods of offices, industrial areas, parking 
areas, underpasses, ring roads, shopping malls, the same car are blocked spaces. The crowded squares 
instead, the cheerful streets where is possible to walk, parks, markets, sidewalk cafés, are open spaces. 
In the blocked areas we transiting hasty, in open ones we are ready to try to meet and to exchange 
glances, that is to be participants in the common life." 11. 
Then it is clear that the recovery of the concepts of citizenship and mixing becomes fundamental for 
the city of all. Citizenship, or the idea that a city for all is built in the awareness that public space 
assumes the role of the main protagonist of the theatre of urban culture. A city where the freedom of 
access to public space is defended as freedom of speech. Mixing, with the aim of ensuring a 
homogeneous distribution of services and functions in the territory together with a draft of 
cohabitation in each neighborhood among housing, social housing and building market, as well as 
practices of integration between residential, commercial, urban-rural and service sector areas 
A city of all appears, therefore, as a city that practice as a whole the technique of mending, or that tries 
to trace new thresholds, new steps, new official doors to blow up those invisible barriers that become 
exclusionary between the centre and the periphery, between the urban and the rural, between this and 
that social class (Augé, 2012). The work of the mending, however, "is not exclusive nor major projects 
which can offer beauty in every look, or the remodelling of large landscapes where anyone can get lost 
and find themselves. He just wants to remember that everything begins and everything ends with the 
more humble individual, and which, if not concern him at least a little, the greatest works are vain." 12 
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