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Abstract 

 

The research leading to this web-doc focused on the nexus between everyday practices and public space 
transformations in Brussels’ European District in order to question both spatiotemporal dominant 
representations and politics, and to show how life within the city is constantly assembled and 
reassembled by the ever-changing encounter of people, nature, institutions, rules and architectures.  

Following a pragmatist approach, we consider the city both as “a category of practices” (Cooper & 
Brubaker, 2000) and a set of virtualities where “performative improvisations” can appear and shape 
unpredictable futures (Amin & Thrift, 2002). Moreover, we draw on non-representational geographies 
(Thrift, 2008; Anderson & Harrison, 2010) and their understanding of space as something shaped by 
practices and relationships, and of knowledge as a process based on embodied experience. Within this 
framework, adopting rhythmanalysis (Lefebvre, 2004[1992]) allows to “think with the body” and to live 
the multiple chronotopes (Bakthin, 1981) of urban space and grasp their transitory ontology through the 
active use of all the senses - the smells, the soundscape and the tactile perception of this reality.   

The research was conducted in 2018 in the European district of the Brussels Capital Region, and aimed 
at exploring rhythmanalysis potentialities in deconstructing socio-spatial-temporal dominant 
representations and building alternative narratives of the city. Common images of the European district 
are built on and tend to reproduce the idea(l) of “city beautification”, i.e. a clean, clear, safe, controlled 
space, appealing and attractive for international populations, inhabited by a growing number of people 
who are just "passing through" - whether due to a flexible working condition or a question of tourism or 
consumption. Moreover, Brussels is both a multicultural and fragmented metropolis, where socio-
economic differences and cleavages materialise in urban fabric and patterns. This is true also for the 
European district, where Eurocrats and their lived space create a “bubble” – as the district is called in 
common discourses – a city within the city that has its own spatial, temporal, normative and behavioural 
characteristics, a real-utopian heterotopia.  

During a three-month immersive and inductive fieldwork we observed, registered, took pictures, 
sketches and in-site notes of the multiple chronotopes of four spaces of the district (Luxembourg square, 
Jourdan square, Leopold Park and Agorà Simone Veil). The more we approached the district, the more 
the image of a “bubbles of Eurocrats” became blurred and a multiplicity of socio-spatial-temporal-
practical dimensions unfolded. The data recorded were then assembled in the form of a web-doc, 
conceived as a “scrapbook” (Secor, 2013), a topological space where non-linear layers and temporal 
surfaces crosscut, and where everyone who enters this space can build his/her own district, against a 
unique and reified vision of the everyday. 
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